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Federal Communications Commission § 5.219 

the allowed tolerance. The date and 
time of each frequency check, the fre-
quency as measured, and a description 
or identification of the method em-
ployed shall be entered in the station 
log. Sufficient observations shall be 
made to insure that the assigned car-
rier frequency is maintained within the 
prescribed tolerance. 

§ 5.213 Time of operation. 
(a) Unless specified or restricted 

hours of operation are shown in the 
station authorization, broadcast exper-
imental radio stations may be operated 
at any time and are not required to ad-
here to a regular schedule of operation. 

(b) The FCC may limit or restrict the 
periods of station operation in the 
event interference is caused to other 
broadcast or non-broadcast stations. 

(c) The FCC may require that a 
broadcast experimental radio station 
conduct such experiments as are 
deemed desirable and reasonable for de-
velopment of the type of service for 
which the station was authorized. 

§ 5.215 Program service and charges. 
(a) The licensee of a broadcast exper-

imental radio station may transmit 
program material only when necessary 
to the experiments being conducted, 
and no regular program service may be 
broadcast unless specifically author-
ized. 

(b) The licensee of a broadcast exper-
imental radio station may make no 
charges nor ask for any payment, di-
rectly or indirectly, for the production 
or transmission of any programming or 
information used for experimental 
broadcast purposes. 

§ 5.217 Rebroadcasts. 
(a) The term rebroadcast means recep-

tion by radio of the programs or other 
transmissions of a broadcast station, 
and the simultaneous or subsequent re-
transmission of such programs or 
transmissions by a broadcast station. 

(1) As used in this section, the word 
‘‘program’’ includes any complete pro-
gram or part thereof. 

(2) The transmission of a program 
from its point of origin to a broadcast 
station entirely by common carrier fa-
cilities, whether by wire line or radio, 
is not considered a rebroadcast. 

(3) The broadcasting of a program re-
layed by a remote broadcast pickup 
station is not considered a rebroadcast. 

(b) No licensee of a broadcast experi-
mental radio station may retransmit 
the program of another U.S. broadcast 
station without the express authority 
of the originating station. A copy of 
the written consent of the licensee 
originating the program must be kept 
by the licensee of the broadcast experi-
mental radio station retransmitting 
such program and made available to 
the FCC upon request. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 25162, Apr. 
29, 2013, §§ 5.217 was added. Paragraph (b) con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

§ 5.219 Broadcasting emergency infor-
mation. 

(a) In an emergency where normal 
communication facilities have been 
disrupted or destroyed by storms, 
floods or other disasters, a broadcast 
experimental radio station may be op-
erated for the purpose of transmitting 
essential communications intended to 
alleviate distress, dispatch aid, assist 
in rescue operations, maintain order, 
or otherwise promote the safety of life 
and property. In the course of such op-
eration, a station of any class may 
communicate with stations of other 
classes and in other services. However, 
such operation shall be conducted only 
on the frequency or frequencies for 
which the station is licensed and the 
used power shall not exceed the max-
imum authorized in the station license. 
When such operation involves the use 
of frequencies shared with other sta-
tions, licensees are expected to cooper-
ate fully to avoid unnecessary or dis-
ruptive interference. 

(b) Whenever such operation involves 
communications of a nature other than 
those for which the station is licensed 
to perform, the licensee shall, at the 
earliest practicable time, notify the 
FCC in Washington, DC of the nature 
of the emergency and the use to which 
the station is being put and shall sub-
sequently notify the same offices when 
the emergency operation has been ter-
minated. 
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